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The attention of the Patent and Trademark Office is hereby directed to the documents listed 
on the attached Form PTO-1449. One copy of each of these documents is attached. A 
Communication from the European Patent Office dated February 17, 2006 is also attached. 

Each item of information contained in the Information Disclosure Statement was first cited 
in any communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart application and this 
communication was not received by any individual designated in § 1 .5 6(c) more than thirty days prior 
to the filing of the Information Disclosure Statement. 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



March 8, 2006 



Sir: 



Please note that U.S. Patent No. 4,132,350, issued on January 2, 1979 to Kubota et al., is 
not contained in the Information Disclosure Statement because it was cited by the Examiner in the 
Office Action dated August 19, 2004. U.S. Patent No. 4,132,350, issued on January 2, 1979 to 




U.S. Application Serial No.: 09/787,119 



Kubota et al., is listed in the attached Communication from the European Patent Office dated 
February 17, 2006. 

The hiformation Disclosure Statement is not intended as an admission that any document 
contained herein, or mentioned herein, constitutes prior art against claims of the subject application. 

The Commissioner is authorized to charge Deposit Account No. 01-2340 for any fee which 
is deemed by the Patent and Trademark Office to be required to effect consideration of this 



statement. 



Respectfully submitted, 



ARMSTRONG, KRATZ, QUINTOS, 
HANSON & BROOKS, LLP 




Darren R. Crew 
Attorney for Applicants 
Reg. No. 37,806 
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Atty. Docket No. 01032 



Serial No. 09/787,119 



Applicant(s): YANO, Daisuke et al. 



Filing Date: March 14, 2001 



Group Art Unit: 1773 
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